Pro\/Isions

One who is on the Quest needs provisions for the journey; such are these. We hope some are also visions-forward.

2331 Brockett Road Tucker, GA 30084 77938-6673 brahmavid@vedantaatlanta.org March/April 2010

The Claims of Religion Dpelivered by Swami Vivekananda in New York, Jan. 5, 1896

Many of you can still remember the thrill that game words of the (ﬁvine incarnations and realized souls give ¢
solace in a troubled world. They also give good advice,

in childhood when you f i mprmevidings @onal campass and ieference tp turs ta wher
. acing the adversities of everyday life. Gandhi sajd there
stood and gazed on the setting sun as well, and gt leagkd never been a problem or adversity to which he could

in imagination, have tried to pierce through to the be- not tur to the Bhag"’m_td to find asomo,n' _ .
o R "Therefore take the scriptures as your guide in determinit
yond. This is at the heart of the univiérdas rising what should be done and what should be avoided." (Ch
_ . . . VI Verse 24, from "God Talks with ArfureBhaga
and setting into the beyond, this universe coming |out Qjad Gita" Paramahansa Yogananda's translation)

the unknown, going back into the unknown, crawling inl have seen criminals transformed into good men and go:
: . | en transformed into heroes as a result of following thei
as a child out of darkness, and crawling out as an olfcr.péuresh, Aabraham |_I|nccéln |sé<nown to hglve Ioft fn re-

: erred to his devotional and made many Biblical referenc
person back into darkness. in his stewardship of a nation torn asunder by civil war.

Swami Vivekananda For example, in Lincolnos
March 4, 1865, he said ol
iudgaeddmrect_ allusion o J
BRAD BYRON est ye be judgedd gMatth
Then and Now values of forgiveness that certainly applied for both Nortt

and South in their current situation.

"But he answered and said, it is written, Man shall not live by pegf€élps the most remarkable example of spiritual fortituc
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of and transformation is that demonstrated by the lawyer M
God." (Matthew 4:4) handas K. Gandhi, known by his colleagués in the early

Thus He spoke to us some 2,000 years ago. The words ring/¢aés as "the briefless barrister” for his inability tojwin cli-

to this day: Physical nourishment is not sufficient for a healthg]i#g; he was once too shy to speak in court in defense of
man alsoyhas g’piritum needs. )gme%t (afterwards he gave this client his modiay back

. . I - testament to his honesty even at a young age). Gandhi
It is no coincidence that even the most primitive societies of Id later speak to millions in India’s struggle to free the

engaged in some form of worship. While the social norms angoyntry from the tyranny of foreign domination. This shy
forms of worship may differ the goal remains in essence the Sgfieman became known as "Mahatma" or great soul.

The concept of God Is the most% ndamental element of the human . . . . . .
constitutiorl?. I ! hILtJ was his Gaalspired strength which enabled him to

o - , , . achieve such great feats.
In Benjamin Franklin's Autobiography this great inventor and . L - o ,
statesman gave the subject a great deal of thought, quotingé)TdS\?—. Gita speaks of meditation and spiritual living as at fir
erbs of Solomon and commenting on the quarrels amongst df like poison but in the end being like nectar. Innu-
religious sects. He finally arrives at the conclusion on the esdBRfiaiie saints and sages of all religions have testified to
of every religion: "The most acceptable service of God was t&th. 1 can personall?; speak to the initial distastefulness
doing of good to man, our soul is immortal and all crime will bgieditation as tramp thoughts plague the mind.
punished, and virtue rewarded, either here or hereafter." As Sarada Devi said, however, after a while you

In his Autobiography it is also notable that, based on moral re3@hto keep away from it. The
ing, for a time Benjamin Franklin adopted a vegetarian diet ardit@ also speaks of our frar
voiced his opposition to slavery, both radical ideas at the timePursuit of worldly pleasures & 4
Clearly he had some inkling that there was perhaps some bofgipg-at first like nectar thaj T4 S
tween himself and all living creatures. later tastes like poison. N92

I have long found the writings of Matthew and the Bha?avad Ghtaat happiness which sprigs
inspirational for the working man. The words are simple and UAM the conjunction of the £
derstandable for by common folk yet profound. The scripture8&ilfgs seems like nectar ir <=
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o - WE ARE SURROUNDED BY THE UNKNOWABLE
beginning and like poison in the end. * (Ch XVIIl Verse 38)nis world of ours, the world of the senses, the rational
How many times have | chased the lures of pleasures ordy)¥pthe intellectual, is encircled on both sides by the

‘;L;‘Suﬂ"_ self later ensnared by them and in great misery ﬂ%ltirrlr%ted, the unknowable. Herein lies the search, the

To read our scriptures today we rely on translations, usGigly, and the facts. From out of this comes that light

from Latin or Sanskrit texts written thousands of yearskigvn as religion. Essentially, religion belongs to the su-
It is therefore refreshing to occasionally hear words 0hG®d s ensuous and not to our
realized souls spoken in our own rilegidamguage lea

ing nothing subject to interpretation. One such beautifil® @ So0ni ng. 1t 6s a vision,
parable of spiritual transformation and mystical union, thieknowable, making the unknowable more than knpwn,
goal of all religion, was in the lecture "What is Religion?" ¢t 5 v it can never be dknoc

given by Swami Vivekananda in New York June 17, 1900:

"2 birds of beautiful plumage, inseparable companions, sat

upon the same tree. One on the top and one below. The

beautiful bird below was eating the fruits of the tree sweet , _

_ell_ﬂd bitter. Orp}e mometr)l_t thefsv_vehet one and an%therfa bafit the Far East as well as in Europe and America?
e moment he ate a bitter fruit he was sorry. But afterg . . .

while he ate another and when it too was bit}[/er he lookebNis,duestion arose firstly for our own sake: Those of us who

and saw the other bird above who ate neither the sweetwire inspired by his message wanted some way to hold it toge

the bitter but was calm and majestic and immersed in hig @yRown minds. Then there was the question of other peopl

glory. And then the poor lower bird forgot and went on egt : : |
ing the sweet and bitter fruits again until at last he ate o%g least in the West, most people are going to expect any mes

that was extremely bitter. Then he stopped again and dfc@ake sense overall and to relate in an obvious way to their

more looked at the glorious bird above. Then he came ReatRy, spoken and unspoken. If we hope to explain Swami
and nearer to the other bird; and when he had come neﬁi-

fi Swami Vivekananda

enough rays of light shone upon on him and enveloped hi vekan an daos message bnjway
and he saw he was transformed into the higher bird. He&legr and organized way of presenting it.

came calm, majestic, free and found that there had bee t ’ :
one bird all the time on the tree. The lower bird was but_&tﬁgus Westerners, the first help came from the Vedanta Socie

reflection of the one above. in San Francisco, where Swami Ashokananda arrived at impor
So we are in reality one with the Lord. But the reflectiod Nsi ghts into Vivekanandads
makes the one seem many as when the sun reflects a sellipand totally dedicated to his teachings, this brilliant|swami
tiny dewdrops and makes it seem as if thereareamilliogtny , r at ed hi msel f in Vivekan
suns...There is no purpose in life other than to reach thl%h . i
freedom." *** at the way Vivekananda presen

his thoughts changed over time}

ginning quite simply and gradua

becoming more complex, deepe

more alembracing. A sort of

| NTRODUCTI ON TO OTHE WE SoTeEVRON UWG RoKnS6 ,O Fy |
SWAMI VI VEKANANDAOG traditional Vedantists objected t¢

idea that a great teacher like Vix

, ~anda would have to adapt his pit
Over the years some of us have felt a need to investigate the ;

works of Swami Vivekananda in an organized way, in order-to
pinpoint more accurately just what his message was and h&#4LIGION IS OUR VERY CONSTITUTION

Jean C. MacPhail (Sister Gayatriprana)

he developed it over time and as he moved from EasttoWestl 61 | try to present |t he
and back again. The initial impression of his workis,of come from out si de, but| fr
course, rather exhilarating and there is no choice buttosénte-at r el i gi ous t hought| i s
how give in and just flow along with it. But afterthatfrst s o much so that 1 td&s |i mp

impression, some of us began to feel that he is not only so something higher. As long as a person thinks, this
magisterial but also so overwhelmingly varied that it can Beruggle will go on, and people must have some form of

rather difficult see all the different aspects of his messagq:é]fg}gn_ Thus we see varieties of religion in the world.
ing together as a whole. Indeed, oftenweranintowhat | t §s bewi |l der i n g no dagubt

seemed like serious contradictions. We asked ourselves:figwt  t he jarring di scorl|d,
to get a handle on the teachings of Swami Vivekananda, a {{{se who are ready to listen will catch the melody.
meleon like his spiritual teacher, Sri Ramakrishna, and also

responding to needs in so many different places: all over India Swami Vivekananda
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tations: Was he not a perfected ]

‘adaptwhat he giido o evol ve¢? INTOTHETRANSCENDENT
To that the response seemed to b&ake anything before yowhemistry or physits
Yes: but what about his audiencestudy it, push the study forward, and the gross
| Could they assimilate more inte- forms will begin to melt and become finer and ffiner

- gral thought at first headiog unt i | you come to a poir

t,"second, third, or fourth, for that ' make a tremendous leap from material things o

/| matter? And it seemed likely thatthe immaterial. The gross melts into the fine, phys-

as a compassionate and highly ics into metaphysics. So in every department of

gifted teacher, Vivekananda coultknowledge. So with society, our relations, our re-
id adapt to such needs. That seemefigion, and what you call ethics.
to be the predicament. Swami Vivekananda

Like the practical soul he was, Swami Ashokananda responded to

this dilemma in a very concrete way. Discussing his ideas wiietgisa progression in the presentations of Swami Vivekal
close disciples, he picked out Marie Louise Burke, a trained @rited, a ? Using Marie Louisedc
to delve into Swami Vi vek anpeeedogethera piaurekvbich gentainly seiemed to it with
could about the chronological sequence of his lectures and ihetieemi As hokanandads sugges
there was indeed the progression Swami Ashokananda had fawiteanother aspect that had not been perhaps so defini
This project was | imited t oprSewaindiusMiyv:.e kTahnearned asgese mv ot r ok
West, where Madli®uise was in a better position to do the nedbs-teaching of Swami Vivekananda, each of which reson:
sary researdland research she did, traveling all over the Unit&dth aspects of the message of Sri Ramakrishna and had
States and Europe for decades, interviewing people who ha@émen i mport ance and ohistor
Vivekananda, worked on his writings, or had in their possesssbauld perhaps look at each of these on its own terms in
hitherto unknown works, and herself boning up on the conte@igter to get the kind of clarity we were in search of. If we
rary leaders of culture contemporary with the swami. The fr@iould demonstrate the inner coherence of each of these,
her dedicated work finally came out inthkisie worBwami  perhaps we could put them all together in a final, total pic-
Vivekananda in the M/blished by Advaita Ashrama in the ninédre.

teeneighties, which has become the most authoritative sourcehe o0 West ern Wor ks of Swa
material on this aspect of the work of Swami Vivekananda. way.****

From these volumes we are now in a position to know exactly
when Swami Vivekananda gave or created any of the Western ma-
terials, otherwise scattered rather randomly in ti@oofibée
Worksand alsdand often in degtthe circumstances which la |

behind them, both in terms of current events and culturaldo Geni us me ans little
ments, as well as the swamgf perceiving i n amhit
oddtwased Swami Ashokananda . hi s
claim. William James

But who was going to do the work to apply it in the way Swami
Ashokananda intended? -Muarige was now elderly and de-

The older | get, and the more | visit different countries,

served a break after her heroic labor of love. the more 16m trying to| avc
Some of wus are as enthusiastth'ec_r adhowd I”SQMarrﬁ_ViVIi.velktaGwSant
as she, and undertook, in the absence of any other obviouscaddi-i | , perfect in and of i

date, to look into the question raised by Swami Ashokanand#hg#gs displaying all these different pictures, and it will
continue without begipnir
This God, this eternally Unknowable, Absolute, or Infi- =~ great gymnasium in which you and | and millions of
nite, without namié or whatever name you givié is the souls are getting exercise, making ourselves strong and
only vindication, the raijsonP8bEEFE - tdNiwat Swavhcap |jist ¢
knowable, this present life make an ideal universe, or not help the misery of the
Swami’Vivekananda ' world. Swami Vivekananda

o
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Like so many websites, this one poses some of the ethical questions
challenging our modern world.
http://www.hinchingbrookeschool.net/

Why should | be moral?

From the perspective of self  -interest, can we show that it is reasonable
to conform to the expectations of morality? Does it pay to be moral?
Doesn6t morality demand that | suppr

sires for the benefit of others and how can that be reasonable? Unless
| am better off being moral than | would be otherwise, no reasons
could motivate me to conform to the expectations of morality. Yet
moral thinking seems to require an impartial perspective, where our
motivating reasons are not driven by or biased by self -interest, as the
interests of all should be equally considered.

As a social contract

In this module you will study the following notions of morality

| As overcoming self -interest | As constitutive of self  -interest

Click on the above links to be taken to these sections.

The department is aiming to update these topics so that you will be able to access information about your
course from this website. If you cannot download something or are having problems using the site, please

contact Mr. Winter.

Morality as a social contract

e Isitreasonable to conform to the expectations of morality because

morality is a conventional agreement for our mutual advantage?
e Exactly what kind of agreement could it be?

Morality as overcoming self  -interest

Is it reasonable to conform to the expectations of morality and these
expectations disregard self  -interest as morally relevant?
e Does eschewing self -interest leave us without any motivating rea-
sons to act altruistically?

¢ Is moral motivation a reflection of natural dispositions (e.g. Human

6sympat hydé) and, iif so, what might

Morality as constitutive of self -
interest

e Can we articulate our self  -interest independently of morality?

e |s it reasonable to conform to the expectations of morality because

self -interest can only be realized in the context of a moral life.
Are self -interested reasons compatible with an understanding of mo-
rality?



http://www.hinchingbrookeschool.net/RE/WhyshouldIbemoral.html#SocialContract#SocialContract
http://www.hinchingbrookeschool.net/RE/WhyshouldIbemoral.html#Overcoming#Overcoming
http://www.hinchingbrookeschool.net/RE/WhyshouldIbemoral.html#Constitutive#Constitutive

dJohnny, 6 said hERANTACGENTFBPF ATLANTA /PAGES
oif coal is selling at $6 a ton
and you pay your dealer

$24 how many tons will he .~ WHAT IS THE EFFICACY OF DOING GOOD?
bring you?o O0A tthl g ttempts to prod t
t hree tons, ma @ ever SS ere are attempts 1o proauce a system

: ds of mere utility. | challenge any
Johnny promptlyoeB'% egroun

Johnny, that isnd6t right ong t%p({qgl&:e §u|(|:ibas[y%egpclﬁeépruﬁhw%yﬁ Th

it

('D

madam, | know aindgt, o claig jsyBegayse dtpyngs tﬁeomghes't t}?’ée{ft Spipnose
do it. o6 someone says, donot |car
to cut t he throats of ot he

wi || be youiHeradmghemd ? | t|0s

Whereds the wutility aqf r

In response to the moral challenges of our timesafhi$ a fool to work and toil that others be happy? Why
understandable that religious fundamentalism is gnghe ma ke mysel f happy?
rise, a natural response to the growing presence of@tléty, no other power in the universe beyond the five
cal liberalism. Wherein lies the answer? Not in dagmses, what prevents me from cutting the throats of my
based on a fear of Godi®rsotrheetrrsi bautd osi. stRartheas il
in an ultimate unity of existence. Ethics is necegsard r emai n content? How wi

only because within this context can the mind expad@i nd t o show some utijl it
and remain expanded, free of narrowness and reacti/ét r ground you answer| 0
ness. This is why Vive@#8AH8n8ads all inclusive me
so central to the world today. Fundamentalism withouVh at 6 s t he power in (the

Wi tds good to do good! Qg \
grandeur of the Soul, the beauty of goodness, the all
. _ attractive power of goodne
Swami Brahmavidyananda. s it not?f Swami Vivekananda

breadth will never work. Liberalism without depth
never work.

HUMANITY LOOKS UPWARD .

Well has it been said that humans are the only animals that unconsciously loo& #&)
every other animal instinctively looks downward. That looking upward, seeking perfi
called salvation, and the sooner people begin to reach higher, the sooner they raise}

towards truth and salvation. 1t doesn , | st
dress, or the house you Ilive in. Ratil Wil '3 s
That s what gives rise to progress, Wy EicC e
enthusiasm that pushes humanity forwdid. Swami Vivekananda |~ =% 5=k

WHAT CAN RELIGION DO?

Religion doesndt I|ive in bread or dwell i n @a h
ion do? Can it take away peopleds poverty and g
untrue? Suppose a baby stands up when youdre |try
gingerbread?06 ONo, it doesndt, 6 you say. 0Then,

from their own standpoint of producing gingerbread. Sad to say, at the end of this nineteenth century|these
tarians are passing for the most, logical, intelligent beings ever seen on earth.

WE HAVE TO JUDGE RELIGION FROM ITS OWN STANDPOINT

We mustndt judge higher things from a | ower s|tan
infinite has to be judged by the standard of infinity. Religion permeates the whole of life, not only the present
the past and future as well. ltds the eternal re

i Swami Vivekananda
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Regularly Scheduled events

Sunday 10:30 AM Chant Service
11:00 AM Discourse
Tuesday  8:00 PM We are reading from the Abridged Gospel of Ramakrishna
Thursday 8:00 PM We are reading The Way Homei The Lectures of Swami Vivekananda , including Practical

Vedanta. Class includes discussion and ends at 9:15 PM.

3rd Fridays 7:30 PM RAM NAM is held at 993 Walker Ave. Atlanta, GA 30316

Daily 6PM Vespers/Arati i A short period of prayer is followed by silent meditation fi Not on Sundays

MARCH 2010 discourse topics & special events

7 11 AM THE GRAND AIM THROUGH CYCLES OF LIFE & Swami Brahmavidyananda
14 11 AM THE VITALIZING POWER OF VEDANTASwami Brahmavidyananda
21 11 AM THE BHAGAVAD GITAl Dr. Uma Majmudar i Talk followed by discussion#
28 11 AM A VEDANTA PILGRIMAGE Tom Couch@
APRIL 2010 discourse topics & special events
4 11 AM WELLSPRINGS OF VITALITiYSwami Brahmavidyananda
11 11 AM PHILOSOPHY AS A PRACTIGESwami Brahmavidyananda
18 11 AM THE BHAGAVAD GITA1 Dr. Uma Majmudar fi Talk followed by discussion#
25 11 AM TOPIC TBA William Wiley, Baha'i *
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Swami Br ah ma vlectunesaanedotosved dysdiscussion and meditation.
# Dr. Uma Majmudar continues her lecture series on the Bhagavad Gita .

@Tom Couch, our Board President and longtime Vedantist, reports on his inspiring pilgrimage to five Southern
California Vedanta Centers.

* Bill Wileyis aBaha'i and represents the faith at the DeKalb Interfaith Coalition for Prevention. The purpose of life for
a Baha'i is to develop the spiritual and moral qualities that lie at the core of his or her nature. Their philosophy is that
God has set in motion historical forces that will eventually give birth to a universal civilization. We look forward to
hearing more about this religion which has so many parallels to Vedanta. Raised a Presbyterian, Bill has been a Baha'i
since 1977. Married for 44 years, he has 3 children and 9 grandchildren.
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Featuring News and Information
About Your Vedanta Center

Directorsd Corner

On our flight back from our recent trip to Southern California,
my wife Iris said she wanted to get more involved in the Ve-
danta Center in Atlanta. | completely understood. We had just
spent eight marvelous days visiting all the Vedanta centers in
Southern California. Swami Brahmavidyananda greeted us at
the airport with a devotee named Prasad, a true lover of God.
We had lunch at the Hare Krishna Temple, then drove up the
Coast and into the hills behind Santa Monica to visit a beauti-
ful lake on the grounds of the Self Realization Fellowship..

Swami arranged for us to stay two nights in a very nice apart-
ment at the Hollywood Vedanta Temple. We visited the book-
store, spent quiet time in the Temple, and shared meals with
some of the monks and nuns who live there. We were truly
uplifted by the love and laughter that seemed to permeate
each meal. | had numerous opportunities to sit and talk with
John Dobson, the Sidewalk Astronomer. He is 94, has had a
slight stoke, but his mind is clear as a bell. | treasure the time |
had with him and the other monks.

Swami Swahananda and Swami Sarvadevananda were in at-
tendance at each meal. The first night, we were honored to sit
near the head of the table, and had our most lengthy conver-
sation with Swami Swahananda at that time. The Atlanta Ve-
danta Center is fortunate to have him in our corner. He asked
us what our plans were. We told him we would visit the

Vivekananda House on Thursday, attend the service at the San

Diego Center on Sunday, to hear Swami Yogeshananda de-
liver a talk on Six Lighted Windows, take him back to the

Ramakrishna Monastery and continue on to the Santa Barbara
t h e

to have lunch there with
pilgrimage, 6 he said. Unti
what it meant to be a pilgrim. Now | do. | am filled with Iove
for all the people we met.

Iris felt special connections with the nuns at Santa Barbara and

at Hollywood. We both agreed that we would return to South-
ern California, she to Santa Barbara and | to the Ramakrishna
Monastery at Trabuco Canyon. We have much work to do
here at the Atlanta Vedanta Center, but we have people out
there pulling for us.

Swami Yogeshananda is doing exceedingly
well. He is vigorous and sharp as ever and
was a delight to be with. He took real pride
in showing us around the monastery. He
kept up a running commentary of how it
was when he first came to the area and
how it is now. For those of you who have
not been to the monastery, when you first
see the statue of Swami Vivekananda in the
open court yard, you will know that we are
blessed to have had him with us.

We returned invigorated and looking for-
ward to service in the year ahead. We have
a very special community here. | appreciate
it more now than ever before.
clelelelelelelelclelelelelelelelclelelcelelele

Swami Brahmavidyananda created a beau-

tiful puja for Sri R
bration on February 21. Jerry Brunner pro-
vided the music. Se

photos at www.vedanta -atlanta.org.

Thank you Mike and Raj for repairing the central

q(ﬁ)hﬂggﬂnd rge}qng sys nélnstha II f 2009, aft8r

h r}eavy rains and ro |ng IP the eraent

Thanks to Debbie and Jim, in helping the Swami
clean up the pathways at the Center after the
snow in mid February.

@@Q@a
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